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Elementary School: Silly Students

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

Aidan Lindsay is in his first year of 
teaching at a small rural school where 
most students are from lower to mid-
dle SES homes. His fourth-grade 
class has 25 students, with about 
equal numbers of boys and girls.  
Mr. Lindsay designed his room so 
that desks are arranged in clusters of 
three or four, which allows students 
to work together on some projects. 
The students seem to like this 
arrangement. However, some disrup-
tive behaviors have occurred during the first few weeks of the school year.

Mr. Lindsay is seeking the assistance of the other fourth-grade teachers, Anna Vargas and 
Elsa Klendworth. During their lunch break in the teachers’ lounge, he asks, “What do the two 
of you do with a group of three children who do not seem interested in anything but talking 
with one another and giving silly answers to questions?”

Ms. Klendworth presses him for more information. “What exactly do you ask of your 
students, and how do they respond?”

“Many times I will show the students how to do something, such as multiplication, on the 
whiteboard and then ask them to complete worksheets,” Mr. Lindsay says. “I inform them 
that they should not copy the work of others in their group, but I encourage them to ask oth-
ers for help. This typically works well. I have seen students showing other students how to 
complete the problems. However, these three children, Billy, Jason, and Megan, all pretend 
to help each other by talking and pointing to the worksheets, but as I walk past they obviously 
are talking about other things and typically end up getting little work done. In addition, their 
laughing and giggling disrupt the other students, particularly the fourth child in their group, 
Sara. Of course, given this silly behavior, it is not surprising that Billy, Jason, Megan, and Sara 
all received low scores on the math quiz I gave last week.”

Ms. Vargas asks, “What have you tried to get them back on track?”

“Well, of course, I have repeatedly told them to calm down and get back to work. I have also 
tried ignoring their laughing and giggling, but they are just too disruptive to the other children 
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